





CLEW COMMUNICATIONS:

Clew has a wide experience of working in animal heath.

For a number of years, Clew has successfully worked with Boehringer
Ingelheim Vetmedica, one of the top vetpharma companies in the UK.

Clew has worked across a
number of livestock health
issues including mastitis in
cows or ileitis in pigs.

Clew has brought awareness to
both the veterinary profession
and livestock owners through
disease awareness in trade and

consumer press.

For further information please contact carol.coles@clew.com or call us on 0207 580 7550 www.clew.com
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Cattle vets
not using
pain relief

Nigel Woodbine

rugeheondbnen. k. com

A THIRD of veterinary sur-
geons still do not provide
pain relief to cattle following
major surgery, according to
new research
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Pain relief in cattle “10 - 15 years behind pet practice”
While the majority of vets da provide pain relief to cattle following
majar surgery. a third of vets still do not, according to a study
released last month. The research, published in the Veterinary Record,

practice. The authors note that: “This process may be commendable,
but it carries the risk that an individual's percepeion may lag behind
thar of peers and current scientific knowledge ™

found that 39% of vets do not use
m;ptNSNDi]wwmulpdnHMthmmmﬂmlhﬂr
32% do not use NSAIDs following caesarean section, and 40% do not
use them following umbilical hernia surgery. The work also revealed
that the proportion of vets using NSAIDs following a caesarean
section has not increased in five years.

The authors of the paper, Dr Jon Huxley of the School of Veterinary
Medicine and Science, University of Nottingham and Dr Becky Whay.
Bristol Veterinary School, state: “One of the key s for the

C g on the findings, Dr Huxley said:"The understanding
and use of pain relief in catzle practice is 10-15 years behind that
of small animal and equine practice."Cartle are
stoical animals. Evolution made them so to mask
signs of pain and weakness from predaters.

But they do feel pain. It affects their
behaviour and may impair milk
production and growth.” He said

that “mare needs to be done

o di i up-to-date

use of analgesics is the clinician’s eption of the animal's suffering
Omdhbvmnwﬂupmmdmmmm
may therefore be, in some cases, an unwillingness or inability to
appreciate the pain that cartle are suffering”

The study surveyed the current attitudes of 615 catte practitioners
te pain and the use of analgesics in cattle. Responses to the survey
differed widely, but women and recent graduates tended to assign
higher pain scores for most conditions. Nearly half of respondents
believed they didn't know encugh about pain and analgesia in cattle.

Two thirds (65%) stated they gained most of their knowledge on the
recognition and management of pain in cattle through experience in

658

knowledge of best practice
to ensure that cattle
receive appropriate levels
of analgesia.” The authors
sald that they accepted
that the cost of providing
analgesia may limit its use.
They are conducting a
follow-up study amongst
cattle farmers, to better
understand the extent to
which cost is a factor.
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